Profile of Association for Emancipation, Solidarity and Equality of Women- ESE, Republic of Macedonia

ESE strives to accomplish the following goals...

Raising the degree of legal literacy and promotion of the position of women in the legal system.

( inform women about their fundamental rights as part of the general human rights and on the realization of those rights; 

( establish a legal aid center to lend free of charge legal advice and protection of women – victims of domestic violence;

( work in the area of promotion of application of international rules on treatment of prisoners; and     
( set up groups of professional women as part of the support system.

The work in this area is aimed at:
Informing women on their basic rights, organizing round table discussions on various legal issues and publishing educational materials with contents pertaining to matters of law; 

Establishment of a Legal aid center to lend free of charge legal advice and protection of women victims of domestic violence and at the same time preparation of informative materials to promote the Center to the general public;

We work with women prisoners on their training and skills building so that they may build practical skills and we also provide psychological and social support for those women; 

We support the establishment of women groups by organizing seminars for their promotion and further development as part of the informal support system.

Fight against domestic violence by making it visible and through appropriate ways of tackling domestic violence
· Making the scope and type of domestic violence visible
· Educating the general population and professional structures so as to recognize and take relevant steps to solve this problem;

· Promotion of multidisciplinary and coordinated approach to preventing the occurrence of this problem; 

· Gathering data in order to record domestic violence cases; and
· Lobbying for the enactment of laws on fight against domestic violence and raising the awareness on the problem of professionals who work on this subject area.

With our work foccused on this goal:
We make the scope and type of domestic violence visible by publishing informative materials, organizing campaigns and carrying out research. We educate the general population and professional structures by organizing educational seminars, panels and round table discussions on various topics related to domestic violence.

We promote the mutlidisciplinary and coordinated approach by involving professionals from various areas.   

WE docment cases of domestic violence with distribution of forms developed to serve professional strutures with which ESE cooperates. 

We lobby for enactment of laws drafted by ESE by establishing contacts with the relevant structures, international organizations in the country and with other non-governmental organizations of women. 

Increased participation of Women in politics and their active involvement in advocating for women’s issues ajnd interests

( increase the number of women in politics and decision making structures in political parties, legislative and judicial powers;

( raise the level of awareness of the general public on the presence of women in politics and on qualitative changes as a result of their participation; and

( lobbying to ensure that certaing rights of interest for women in political parties and decision making structures are well regulated.

With the work aimed at the accomplishment of this goal:

We increase the number of women in politics, promote their involvement and make an impact on the creation of role models.

We increase the number of women in decision making structures through  education on the level of competitiveness in political parties, strengthening of women organizations in parties and their mutual cooperation. 

WE strengthen the awareness and the need for making autonomous and independent decision and having authentic and own representation.

We lobby for regulation of certain issues of interest by building cooperation networks, organizing pressure campaigns finding allies.

Improvement of the position of women in the health system through better provision of information on health issues and by being prepared to make sound choices

( to educate marginalized gorups of women on reproductive health issues, maternal and child health and metnal health;

( to set up networks of health care professionals and women NGOs;
( to lend support to the establishent of self help groups as an integral part of women NGOs; and
( to lobby for modification of legal provisions pertaining to the health status of women.

With the work aimed at accomplishing this goal: 

We run training with emphasis on interactive work and form teams of eucators who transfer the knowledge acquired to marginalized groups of women.

We develop the concept of networking between health care professionals and women NGOs for mutual support and lobbying for better health through education.

We support the estalichemnt of self help groups who work on the basis of exchangiong experience and infromation on mental and reproductive health.

Promotion of the concept of gender relations

( to develop and strengthen capacities of women NGO’s in order to make easier and implement the concept of gender relations. 

With the work aimed at accomplishing of this goal:

We develop and strengthen capacities of women NGOs by organizing training of trainers who tansfer the knowledge and experience gained in teh implementation of initiatives and projects. Concurrent to that we also develop and implement modules for education of the general population. 

We improve the level of information of women NGOs, government institututions and foundations who work on issues of gender relations, by joint publication of the bulletin "Perspectives", gathering of data on copleted projects and through training of women NGO’s in R. Macedonia, maintaining of own WEB sites and through improvement of the library fund at disposal of these organizations. 

We organize topical meeting with experts in given fields on the opportunities, resources and initiatives pertaining to gender equality in Macedonia.

We encourage and suport the development of programmes of activities related to gender equality. 

Methods of accomplishment of defined goals

In order to accomplish the goals defined ESE:

· Prepares, develops and implements educational seminars and training; 

· Organizes round table discussions and topical meetings; 

· Prepares and develops educational materials and handboooks;

· Prepares brochures, fliers and posters;
· Organizes campaigns;
· Conducts research;

· Gets actcibvely involved in processes of drafting amendments to applicable laws;

· Strengthens the organizational capacities of their associate non-goivernmental organizations and women organizations in political parties;

· Develoops a data base on fields of activity which entail analysis of data and collation of relevant literature;

· Prepares and exchanges information through its own WEB site and takes part in the publishing of teh bulletin "Perspectives".

Our aims are ...

· Women and health 

Improve access of women to the relevant availabe and quality health care, information and relevant services; strengthen the prevention programmes which promote health of women; promote research and disemination of information on the health of women and invrease resources; and observe the results on the health of women.

(Platform for Action,fourth conference of women, Beijing, 1995)

· Eradication of discrimination against women in the political and public life

Provision of equal conditions ofered to men, suffrage right and right to be elected; right to design policies and to occupy managing positions at all levels of government; to represent the governemnt internationally.

(UN convention on elimination of all forms of discrimination against women,UN GA resolution 34/180, 1979 ) 
· Women’s rights

Human rights of women and girls are an inalienable, integral and inseparable part of universal human rights and assumes a full and eqal participation in the political, civil, economic, social and cultural live at a national, regional and international level.

(Vienna declaration and programme of action,UN, 1993)

· Legal aid

Women victims of domestic violence should be provided with access to all legal instruments and information on their rights so as to ensure their protection though the said instruments. 

(Platform for action, Fourth global confrence of women, Beijing, 1995)

· Integrative measures for prevention and eradication of violence on women

Supporting initiatives of NGOs aimed at raising the awareness on the problem of violence on women and contribution to the eradication of the problem; organizing, support and training on the issue of violence as a form of violation of human rights by organizing campaigns and engagement of local communities. 

(Platform for action, Fourth global confrence of women, Beijing, 1995)

· Gender equality

Radical action with reference to relations between men and women aimed at full and equal partnership in the 21st century. 

(Platform for action, Fourth global confrence of women, Beijing, 1995)

Further areas of activity

In the coming years, ESE will pay particular attention to...

· Development of the concept of free of charge (pro bono) legal aid;
· Development of the concept of self help in the area of health care; 

· Analysis of specific activities from gender perspective; 

· Integration of the gender mainstreaming concept in operational policies of governmental institutions;

· Assessment of the quality of advocation for the rights and interests of women by women politicians;

· Increasing the scope of activities with the general public – development of the educational component; 

· Work with marginalized gorups of women;
· Increase in the number of associates – partner organizations and the degree of their organizational strengthening 
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