GREECE

Research and Support Centre for Victims of Maltreatment and Social Exclusion (CVME)

The Research and Support Centre for Victims of Maltreatment and Social Exclusion (CVME), is a civil, independent, humanitarian, non governmental association, established in Ioannina, Greece in 1994. Its targets are the defence of human rights and the support of victims of maltreatment and social exclusion.

The targets of CVME are:

· The supply of medical, psychological, social and legal support to victims of torture and organized violence, victims of maltreatment, victims of trafficking and social exclusion.

· The sensitization of the general population in human rights issues and the transmission of knowledge for the existence of the phenomena of violence and social exclusion, and the possibilities of coping with them.

· The supply of humanistic assistance to populations that have been subjected to organized violence, tortures, maltreatment, social exclusion, not only in Greece but in other countries as well.

· The carrying out of scientific researches on violence and torture, maltreatment and the phenomenon of social exclusion.

· The contribution to the prevention of torture, maltreatment and social exclusion, through all the pre-mentioned targets.

CVME offers its services to those people, or groups of people that have been subjected to violence, torture, maltreatment or social exclusion. Such people, for example could be:

· immigrants and refugees(legal or illegal)

· torture victims (ex political convicts)

· women and children victims of domestic violence

· victims of rape

· victims of trafficking and sexual exploitation

· Roma people

· Beggar children

· Homeless people

CVME, is also addressed to the general population aiming at the sensitisation or/and its training in human rights issues, moreover its active participation in social dialogue. CVME, offers to victims of maltreatment, social exclusion, and trafficking for free of charge:

· social support (advising, solutions to direct needs of living conditions)

· psychological support (advising, psychotherapy)

· legal advising

· Medical assistance (diagnostic, therapeutic, medicines etc.)

Helpline SOS 

 Historically, in Greece, rape was considered a crime against the ownership rights of the father or husband “master” of the rape victim, i.e. the woman and her sexuality were considered his property, and rape a crime against him.  Therefore, rape was not a crime or unjust act against the woman but towards her master and possessor, in that it was an act that diminished the worth of his property.  Nowadays things have, thankfully, changed.  Rape is now considered an unjust act or crime against the woman and the law protects a woman’s right over her own body and sexual freedom.

In 1984 rape according to Greek law changed from being considered a moral or ethical crime, to being a crime against sexual freedom.  Sexual freedom is divided into two fundamental rights: freedom of choice as to one’s sexual partner, and freedom of choice as when to engage in sexual interaction.   According to Greek criminal law, rape is defined as an act in which someone uses physical force or the threat of significant or direct danger, to force another to submit to or participate in unwanted sexual acts or debauchery. Rape within marriage is not considered a crime.  Rape is punished by incarceration, and when two or more offenders rape a common victim, a minimum of ten years is the designated sentence following conviction.  

Rape, however, is one of the crimes least reported to the police.  According to research conducted by Angelos Tsingris (1998), a lawyer who is involved in rape and sexual violence issues in Greece, only six rapes out of a hundred are reported to the Greek police.  This percentage is one of the lowest recorded in international victim figures.  And only one case out of a hundred ever reaches the courtroom.  Other research in Greece indicates that approximately 4,500 rapes are committed annually in Greece, of which 270 are reported to the police.  183 of these result in the arrest of a suspect; 47 come to trial; 20 end with a conviction; and, finally, less than ten offenders are incarcerated for over 5 years.

The alarmingly small percentage of rapes being reported to the police is related to the fact that a victim is more likely to disclose the rape to a friend rather than to a family member. The victims are reluctant to disclose the rape to family due to their fears of not being believed, or not receiving the right kind of support.  They are even more reluctant to report the crime to the police, who have a negative reputation regarding their handling of rape cases, both in their procedures and effectiveness.

International research into the reporting rates of rape has shown that the victim’s decision to report their rape to the police is significantly influenced by social parameters.  This means that victims of rape are extremely influenced by the advice, information, and beliefs of the people in their immediate and wider social circle.  It has been found that the large majority of rape victims, who have reported the crime to the police, had done so, after listening to the advice or opinions of family members, colleagues, neighbors, friends or acquaintances.

In Greece, as in other parts of the world, victims tend to keep their rape a secret because rape is the only crime where the victim is stigmatised more than the offender.  The system in Greece is such that not only does a victim have to contend with the consequences of the traumatic experience itself, but has also to endure further humiliating and degrading treatment within the criminal justice system, both by police as well as during the entire trial process.  The rape trial is the only hearing in which the victim is on trial rather than the offender.  It is the only criminal forum where the behavior of the victim before and after the crime is considered more significant than the behavior of the offender and influences both the verdict and the sentencing.

Other reasons leading to the victim’s silence and low reporting rates are the feelings of guilt often associated with such an experience, as well the as fear of what the rapist will do if the rape is reported.  This is ratified by research indicating that the rapes reported to the police are more often by victims with strong emotions of anger, rage and hatred and a strong desire to see the offender punished.  Furthermore, the closer the relationship between the offender and the victim, the less likely is the rape to be reported.  These and other factors shed some light on a victim’s reluctance to report the rape to the police. 

Following from this, I would like to refer to the results of research conducted in Greece with regard to rape and court outcomes. It has been found that rapes occurring in public areas are more likely to result in a conviction than those occurring in a private domain.  Congruently, cases where the offender is unknown to the victim are also more likely to attain a conviction than cases where a prior connection exists.

Where a delay has occurred between the offence and its report to the police, it is viewed by the court as a reason to doubt the victim and often results in a non-conviction of the offender.  Cases that are reported to the police within an hour of the crime’s occurrence have a greater likelihood of reaching trial and achieving a conviction.  The greater the time period between the rape itself and its notification to the police, the lesser the likelihood of trial and conviction

Cases where victims have been under the influence of alcoholic substances have a decreased chance of resulting in a conviction.  Likewise, case where victims are considered to have been dressed in a “provocative” or “seductive” manner, are also unlikely to result in a conviction.  Therefore, the issue of “provocation” in the form of the victim’s dress and alcohol consumption, is a significant factor in the decision as to whether a case will proceed to trial, as well as the process in which the court decides as to the guilt or innocence of the accused.

A victim who does not resist and is therefore not physically injured during the rape is not considered deserving of legal protection and is believed to have somehow consented to the rape.  The results of the research show that the greater the physical and verbal resistance of the victim to the rape, the greater the likelihood of conviction. Finally, conviction rates are higher when the victim is present during the court proceedings.

Having given a brief snapshot of the legal situation with regards to rape/ sexual violence in Greece, I would like to point out that the topic is still largely taboo and no attempt at information dissemination or awareness raising has yet been made by government bodies to address this issue.  Recently, however, a campaign against domestic violence has been launched, which indicates a positive direction for social awareness.  I believe sexual violence should be recognised as an important topic that needs to be addressed at a social, legal and political level, and placed prominently on the political agenda.  Sexual violence occurs extensively in the community and is a phenomenon echoed by the mass media, a fact which gives a clear message to the government of its existence as a social problem and the need for its confrontation.

As far as I have been able to ascertain, there are no service providers in Greece that work exclusively with victims of rape.  These victims are able to seek assistance from general services available for victims of maltreatment (whether this is physical, sexual or psychological violence).  Unfortunately the number of these centres are still small, so that they exist mainly in the larger cities, are both government and non-government organisations, and are insufficient in meeting the existing need for services.  Apart from services that offer social, psychological and legal support for victims of violence, there are also telephone help lines for victims.  To my knowledge, few debates or forums have been organised on this topic.  The lack of services available in Greece, may give a pessimistic impression, however, it is important to keep in mind that Greece has only been able to develop its social services relatively recently, compared to countries with greater economic capabilities.  And I am optimistic, that this process, having begun, will gather momentum and achieve positive results for Greek society, and specifically for victims of sexual violence and rape.

