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RCF has been providing a service for its members, non-members and individual callers in terms of support, advice, training and development of standards of practice since its incorporation in late 1996. We currently benefit from a membership of 45 rape crisis groups throughout Wales and England and a mailing support network of 150 groups and individuals.

We are a national organisation representing rape crisis services in the two countries. Our key aims are to raise the profile of the rape crisis movement, to act as a national voice for female survivors of sexual violence and abuse and to represent interests of rape crisis groups and their users at government levels.

The specific services provided by the RCF include a referral service for individuals seeking support around the issues of rape, incest, abuse and assault. We provide networking and skills sharing function to our member groups along with daily advice on a range of issues from sexual violence to fund-raising and good practice guidelines. We carry out and publish statistical analysis within our membership to help with national audits on the prevalence of sexual violence. RCF has provided training on a range of issues both for member groups and outside agencies. We participate in an advisory capacity at central government level and we raise the awareness if the effects and myths of sexual violence both a community level and through the media. Campaigning for legislative reforms to improve the access to a fair and representative judicial process for survivors/victims of sexual violence plays a large role in our current activities.

Our commitment to anti-oppressive practices is in apparent in our work.  RCF is proactive in implementation of equal opportunities through employment policies and rigorous evaluation procedures for all project activities. We facilitate the Black Women’s Network, the Lesbian and Bi Women’s Network and the Young Women’s Development Workers Network. We are endeavouring to develop a network for workers with disabilities and/or workers centres wishing to provide improved services to disabled survivors. We acknowledge that our work in the area of anti-oppression is in continuous development and reassessment.

RCF is developing national standards in database statistical analysis through our data development project. We provide a certificate level in Counselling and Therapeutic Intervention for Women Overcoming the Experiences of Violence and are currently carrying out a study into the development of a diploma level in this course. Our newer developments includes a Drug Assisted Rape Prevention Task Group; Asylum Seeker and Refugee task group; National Helpline services feasibility Study and national standards for Good Practice in providing services to female survivors of sexual violence. We are delighted to be working on a European level with the Rape Crisis network Europe through Daphne initiative based with the Rape Crisis Network – Ireland.

Governed by a voluntary Board of Trustees elected by the membership the RCF has an active management group of 12 women with the option to co-opt experts onto the Board as the need arises.

