DENMARK
Randers Krisecenter

Randers Krisecenter is an organisation for battered women and their children. The crisis center was established in 1982 by volunteers.  There are 10 proffessional staff employed including one working with the children full time. There is room for 9 women and 16 children between the ages of 0-17.

The women who come can stay for a maximum 120 days. Both the adults and the children are often suffering from the violence they have been in, sometimes for years.They are deeply traumatized and many times we have noted how difficult it is for them to live a normal life. They can´t make their own descions any longer, (was not allowed to) and they don´t how to socialise with other people. They are tramatized by violence, psykological violence and a large number of them are sexually abused. Often there was abuse in their childhood or they have been raped, somtimes again as adults and very often by their own husbonds.

When we hear about that part of their lives it seems to happen towards the end of their time with us. Because they don´t often want to talk about that part.  It often it occurs that one ore maybe 2 of the children has been in the same situation. They have been sexually abused.. The strongest example of that was a mother from Poland.( last year we had women from 29 different coyntries all over the word.)  She was held as a slave in the house and in the evenings she was held as an sexual slave. She was sold to other men by the husbund. Her oldest boy at 15 was sexually abused by this man and was sold out to other men.The father travelled with him to USA and other​ places. The youngest boy at 5 year was going to be in the same situation, and it was at that time the mother find a way out to go to a crisis center. She had never before dared to. The middle boy seemed somehow to avoid the abuse.

Another example is a Danish mother who arrived to our Crisis center 2 months ago.   She came to live with us because she coudn´t stand the beating any more She came by herself and she brought her 3 children.with her.   A few days ago it came to light that the daughter was abused by her father. The mother was abused herself from her early childhood. And she has been raped 2 times by different men.

In Denmark we have at center in Århus at Århus Amtssygehus ( a hospital) where raped women can come and be helped. It is 3 years  since that center started.  Shortly before that a center like that was started in Copenhagen. Before that the women had to go to the police first, they had no right to be examined by a female police officer and had to be medical examined by a male doctor and often it was a very bad situation for her because the police and the doctors were not educated to meet women who were raped. 

10 years ago the politicians in Denmark made a new law by which violent peoble could be punished immediatly. And the punnishment should be harder. There was not a word in this law about punishment for rape- or punishment for violence against women. It semed like it didn´t exist???

From that time until now the politicians have been talking,- and talking about the problems. Now , finally it seems something is going to happen. The goverment are talking about a new law in which rape and violence against women is named. There has been a lot of focus on the crisis centers in Denmark ( we are 33 very different crisis centers) and the goverment has ordered an investigation of all crisis centers to find out how many woman and children had to leave their homes because of a violent man.  They have started a project with 3 councils in Denmark to look at the problems. Randers Crisis center has been asked to be a part of the project together with the 2 others crisis centers in Århus Council.  At the same time there is going to be education for the police to prepare them to meet battered and raped women. The education is going to be at the police school and it is women from the criis center  NGO organsations who is going to teach them. It´s a start!!!!  

So something is moving- but it is moving very slowly. Rape and violence against women is still a forgotten issue in Denmark.
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