Chezh Republic

Civic organisation 
Support Center for Child (Sexual) Abuse Women Survivors

 was established in 1995 as a non-profit, non-governtmental organization by three women. The primary mission of  is to provide support services to adult women, who were victims of incest or any other form of sexual abuse including rape. Secondary target group for ´s serevices are relatives, especially mothers of victims of sexual abuse and this help consists of family counselling and advisory services. The Center focuses also at a tercialy group, i.e. other professionals, educators, health-care providers, psychologists, and the police who may come into contact with victims of sexual violence, and organizes lectures, seminares and workshops for them.



 is the first and only center of its kind in the Czech republic to provide desparately needed services and to address a severely misunderstood and denied phenomenon. Statistics indicate that approxiamtely 8,7 - 33% (two research resources in the 90th) of all Czech women have been victims of some form of sexual abuse, while for example 7 in each 100 case of rape are ever reported. Social and legal services do not currently have procedures for dealing with reports of many consequences of sexual abuse.

The staff of  (nowadays according to financial resources) consists of two therapists, a co-ordinator and operation manager, a social worker, and two students on an intership. The first two years of its existence,  did not have its qon spaces and had to rent varios offices for counselling and therapy. All its members fully volunteered the services (and maintained full-time jobs elsewhere to support themselves). Thanks to foreign Foundations   was able to open its own center in Prague where she had been providing its services since June 1998 to September 2001. Since December 2001  gained new and largerer spaceses, which are good for stuff and for clients as well.

From its very beginning up to this date, has already provided services more than to 420 clients which represents 15.563 hours of therapy together. Since we have received low financial support from the state, unfortunately we have to charge our clients a nominal fee. This fee is less than 0,8,- euro per one hour;  the total expense of the therapy would be normally created by amount 4.100,- euro, but not 200,- euro like in our Center.
What else can we do:

· We uncover the taboo of sexual abusement and discuss it openly.

· We aim our activities at prevention - i.e. lectures for the lay and specialised public.

· We strive to implement sex education courses for students at all levels. and to influence their contents and means of presentation. Children must know that they have the right for their own privacy, and the right to reject anyone who abuses a position of authority over them. Adult must learn to respect the intimate boundaries of children whatever their age.

· We publish books both for adults and children, including special publications for blind and deaf people.

· We enable studensts of psychology and social work to do intership and research at our center.

· We established a library and media and methodic center with a collection of specialised publications, short and features film related to the problem of sexual violence, accessuble to specialists and the general public.

· We gain experience in working with similar centers abroad in order to share experience and knowledge.

· We make legal activities concerning domestic violence: In many cases, the sexual violence and abuse belongs to the cathegory of domestic violence. We provide social and legal consultations, we cooperate with several female advocates who handle more complicated causes, and who can work with the victims. We are in touch with the female advocates participating in the Advocates for Women project (free-od-charge legal consultations, emergency phone line).

· We have been  collaborating with the police for several years and we we still seek to strengthen this cooperation.

· In the cooperation with other women organisations we lobby for changes in legislation - our last success was the change of the § 241 - Rape. However, there are still many imperfections, many unsatisfactory laws still exist. Therefore, meor coercive actions and public hearings are necessary…

· We participate in the Coordination Circle of Violence Committed on Women Prevention that unites five women organizations active in this area. The example of our cooperation is the last large-scale event: 16 action days against violence committed on women that took place since the 24th of November to the 10th of December 2001 (the event included: public lectures, three conferences - one of them on the Parliamnet grounds, social evening with media and political partie´s representatives, press conferences related both to the individual actions and event as a whole, media campaign). 

What do we intend to do:

· We would like to provide a training for a group women-facilitators of self-help groups of women survivors of sexual abuse.

· We would like to work more on the international field. The first of our cooperations abroad  there is an issue about Rape thanks to Daphne Project.

organised the first national conference on the the subject of Rape which was held on the 10th od December 2001 in the Police Museum in Prague.

Goal of the conference:  To inform specialists about Rape-issues from many different points of view and to encourage both specialists and laymen to have higher sensibility towards the Rape-issues and the violence against women.

Content of the conference:

1. The Rape- Historic Context and Gender Stereotypes.  

      The rape and the race

      The rape from the historical point of view

      The rape in the marriage in the past and its consequences for today

      Gender stereotypes and their influence on the rape-issue.  

Conclusion: The rape is not mainly about sex and sexual desire, but about the power, and it express the negative tendencies in society towards women. 

2. The Rape From the Legislative Point of View

      The orientation in the Criminal law 

       Information about the new version of the Law about rape 

       The importance of proving the intention in the act of rape

       If the perpetrator is the victim’s partner she has to agree so he could be  persecuted

Conclusion: Some parts of our law are more respectable to perpetrator than to the victim.

3. Who Is the Rape Perpetrator? 

       The point of view on the rape perpetrators 

       Two types of rape – unknown and known perpetrator

       Types of sexual deviants

       The types of therapies 

Conclusion: The perpetrators of rape are in many cases men with pathological sexual deviation, and the feminists often forget this fact, when they explain the phenomenon of rape only due to paternal society.

4. Information from Psychological Researches of Rape Victims 

      Which characteristics put women more at risk to be raped

      How does the victim behave during the act of rape?

      Main types of rape perpetrators

      Main consequences of the rape

Conclusion: Psychological researches are trying to provide more information about the rape – problematic, it is also important for denying the nation-wide spread myths. It is necessary, to give these information also to those, who are in charge for the rape-issue.

5. The Minority Sexuality and its Vulnerability 

       Sex is the basis for self-concept and identity

       Different kinds of minorities, minority is defined by smaller amount of power

       Majority provides many prejudices against minority

       The origins of these prejudices 

Conclusion: For majority, it is important, to accept, that there are other people on this world, that I know nothing about them. Second step is to listen to the majorities with acceptation and understanding.

6. The Rape of Handicapped People

      The definition of the rape

      The scale of human sexual socialisation according to Scofield

      The conclusion of results of research that was provided by National organisation for handicapped people

Conclusion: Research, which was provided by this organisation, showed no difference in amount of rape between handicapped and normal women. Authors of this research have some doubts about the way how the research was organised. 

7. Rape Victims from the White Circle Point of View

      The strongest emphasis is put on the effort to elimination of the secondary victimisation 

Conclusion: To take victims personal situation into account

                    To respect victims dignity and rights 

                    The rape in the frame of domestic violence consider as a  přitěžující okolnost

                    To extend the anonymity and protection of the victims

                    The financial support for the victims?                     

8. Sexual Transmitted Diseases – Contemporary Issues  

The review of the STD

      The victims testing and assistance on the special hospital ward 

      The importance of prevention and education    

9. The Rape-Problematic in The Partners Relationship 

Two cases – the family counsellor’s point of view

10.  Psychological Work with a Raped Woman

The differentiation of types and kinds of trauma

 Phases of dealing with trauma

 Therapeutic approaches in curing of trauma of rape

 Forms of therapy

11. Rape, The Forgotten Issue

Giving the information from Professor Liz Kelly from the University in Northern London. 

Conclusions of the whole conference:

Referring to the main problematic issues:

· Low public sensitivity to Rape problematic, sexual violence, violence against women, which is influenced and supported by many deeply rooted prejudices and myths.

· Low social position of the victims, due to the negative judgements of the society.

· Low governmental protection of the victims.

· Victims insufficient knowledge about the procedure of the work of police, court, and what happen during the process with the perpetrator. 

· Victims insufficient knowledge about the possibility of the psychotherapeutic care.

· Low punishment for the perpetrators who committed rape, sexual violence or the other violence crime.  

· Totally insufficient amount of the policemen-specialists who would be instructed, how to work with the victims of rape.

· The lack of sensitive approaches from the police to the crime victims.

· The lack of good and permanent establishments, which would not only put the sexual deviants in the isolation, but also provide the quality therapy for them.

· No researches concentrated on the communication between men and women, which could help for example in the prevention of rape. 

Positive conclusions and possibilities for the future development:

· Policemen on the conference encouraged every specialist to co-operate with them, and showed us the new plans to improve current situation.  

· Many participants stressed the importance of improving the co-operation with media to change the way of how is the subject of Rape presented to the public. 

· Another goal is to form the co-operation between governmental and non-governmental organizations to improve the organizing of the prevention, protection and assistance for the victims.   

We consider the publishing of the RAPE – Symposium of lectures presented on the 1st national conference as very important because it can be one of the way how to inform the public.

